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Drug & Alcohol Testing:  Let’s Get Into the Weeds



SUBSTANCES IDENTIFIED IN POSITIVE DRUG TESTS 

(Reported through December 2023, as of January 1, 2024) *Total since January 6, 2020 

Note: More than one substance can appear in a positive drug test 



U.S. Heat Map by State…Legalized Marijuana 

Recreational use is legal 

Medical only

Recreational & medical Illegal

Medical only effective 2025



U.S. Heat Map by State…Protects User’s Employment Rights

Protects Recreational Users 

Protects Medical Users

No Protection
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Enforcement Modernization
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Large Trucks and Passenger Vehicles Involved in Fatal Crashes per 100 Million 
Miles Traveled

Large Trucks Passenger Vehicles
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Large Truck and Bus Fatal Crashes
FARS Data

Number of vehicles involved in fatal crashes Number of fatal crashes

Number of fatalities as a result of a crash Linear (Number of fatalities as a result of a crash)

Traffic fatalities increased in 
2022 compared to 2021. 

• Fatalities in large-truck 
crashes (115 more 
fatalities, 2.0% increase)

• Large-truck occupant 
fatalities (86 more 
fatalities, 8.5% increase)
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Investigation Type

Onsite Comprehensive Onsite Focused Offsite

Compliance Investigations

2020-2023

Investigations: + 7.8%

Onsite Comprehensive: + 107.4%

Onsite Focused: + 61.3%

Offsite: - 159.3%



33.7%

31.3%
6.9%

28.1%

2023

Satisfactory Conditional Unsatisfactory Not Rated

Safety Ratings

2020-2023

Ratings: + 82%

Satisfactory: + 83.5%

Conditional: + 115.5%

Unsatisfactory: + 239.2%

Not Rated: + 40.3%



Investigation 
Critical and Acute 

Violations



Roadside
Vehicle Violations



Roadside
Driver Violations



DataQs Metrics (as of 7/28/2023)

* - Not including Inspection Report Requests

** - Not including Crash Preventability Demonstration Program

• 46,457 inspection* RDRs (CY 2022)

• 20,431 (44%) data correction

• 6,464 (14%) citation results entered

• 6,998 closed crash** RDRs (CY 2022)
• 4,767 (68%) data correction

• 94,464 total RDRs (CY 2022)

DataQs Requests

RDR Type CY 2022 Total Percent of Total
Inspection Record Request 21,396 31.5%

Incorrect Violation 17,499 25.75%

Assigned Wrong Carrier 11,116 16.35%

Citation with Violation 8,643 12.71%

Incorrect Information 7,550 11.11%

Missing Record 980 1.44%

Assigned to Wrong Driver 678 1.00%

Duplicate Record 117 0.17%



Crash Type RDRs Eligible Eligible
Not-

preventable

When the CMV was struck in the rear 18,744 16,298 87% 84%

When the CMV was struck on the side at the rear 7,169 3,224 45% 43%

When the CMV was struck by a vehicle that failed to stop at a traffic control 
device

6,172 4,913 80% 77%

When the CMV was struck by a vehicle that did not stop or slow in traffic 4,344 1,028 24% 23%

When the CMV was struck while legally stopped or parked, including when the 
vehicle was unattended

3,351 2,776 83% 80%

When the CMV was struck by a motorist driving the wrong direction 3,121 1,819 58% 54%

When the CMV was involved in a crash type that seldom occurs and does not 
meet another eligible crash type (e.g., being struck by an airplane or skydiver or 
being struck by a deceased driver)

2,400 460 19% 17%

When the commercial motor vehicle (CMV) was struck by a motorist driving under 
the influence (or related offense)

2,118 1,751 83% 79%

When the CMV was struck by a vehicle that was making a U-turn or illegal turn 2,032 569 28% 27%

When the CMV was struck by cargo, equipment or debris (e.g. fallen rock, fallen 
trees, unidentifiable items in the road).

1,842 1,356 74% 71%

Crash Preventability Determinations -- Top Scenarios

55,962 total RDRs, 15,531 not eligible (28%), of those eligible, 96% were not preventable. 



Long Term



Regulatory and 

Policy Actions



Research



F
M

C
S

A
 A

p
p

li
c

a
ti

o
n

 

P
o

rt
fo

li
o



The Future of Roadside 
Inspections





Steve Keppler | Co-Director, STCP. Sean Garney | Co-Director, STC

Thank You!

(202) 728-2850
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